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Hey Manson Parents, 

For this week’s update...I want to focus on YOU. 

This parenting thing is tough…during normal times. We’ve heard from many of you who are trying to balance 

your working lives, your family’s health, stretched finances in some cases, and on top of that you are being asked 

to teach your kids. We hear you and we want you all to know that we understand. I’ve had conversations in the 

past week with highly trained teachers who are struggling to balance educating their classroom students and help 

their own children with their educational and emotional needs. This is hard and its ok to admit it.  

A couple of words of advice from a parent of three boys (19,20,21) and educator for almost thirty years (and I still 

learn something new about being a dad every day).  

1. We (schools and teachers) can make up the learning that will be delayed during this school closure. We 

are already beginning to plan on how to address gaps and extra learning support we know will be needed. 

What is much more difficult to “fix” is any emotional, physical and psychological harm that can happen 

when kids experience trauma and toxic stress.  

I want to give each of you “permission” (with the massive amount of authority vested in this small town 

superintendent) to focus on your family’s emotional and physical health right now.  

 

2. Try to set some “no screen time” each day for your kids (and yourself). When your kids tell you they’re 

bored…it’s ok…just say “bummer.” You are not responsible for filling every minute of their day. Letting 

them sit with the discomfort of boredom for a while….is ok. More often than not you will see their 

creativity and imagination kick in and you will both be better off.  

 

3. Let’s all avoid social comparison.  Remember what you see posted on Facebook or Pinterest is usually a 

snapshot of someone’s best 3 minutes. How you choose to “home school” needs to fit your style, your 

strengths and family’s needs. It’s ok if you decided to set aside algebra for a day and instead teach your 

kids how to make your grandma’s best cookie recipe. Don’t worry about how your neighbor, sister or a 

celebrity is managing during this pandemic. Focus on what works for your family.  

 

I really believe when our kids look back on this point in time…it won’t be the math lesson; science experiment or 

Zoom meetings they recall. They will remember their parents loved them and kept them safe. They’ll remember 

the efforts their teachers made to connect and keep them learning. And…they’ll remember they made it through a 

tough period of life more resilient and ready for their futures. 

Take care everyone! 

Matt Charlton, Superintendent 

Manson School District 


